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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH,
THE MOST COMPASSIONATE, THE SPECIALLY MERCIFUL

(Jura’an says, “Ward off from yourselves and your families
the flames of fire of the Hell.” It was to save the community from
the hell fire. Maulana Syed Ghulam Askari (T.S.), the iilustrious
scholar-orator and great visionary has, in 1968. established
Tanzeemul Makatib as a part of his more comprehensive religious
awaukening misston, “Deeni Bedari Mubim.” It has since developed
as the largest network of schools for basic religious cducation called
"Makiab-e-Imamia’ and as an apex body of religious activitics.
Theology occupies the centre stage of its maktab syllabus. designed.
developed & published by itself during the life time of the late
founder, when the theology primers have been translated from Urdu
into Hindi, Gujarati & Bengali languages. But for their English
version we had to wait for a time later when Dr. Manzoor Nagq.
M.D. of New Jersey. ULS.A. came forward for the said translation.
Henee the organization 1s deeply indebted to him and his associates
who despite having awfully busy life devoted much of their valuable
time and labour for this important work with a missionary zeal.

Now, when the original theology primers have been revised.
it was felt to revise the English version too. which alhumdidiliah
has been completed. brought out ard s In your hand. [ am confident
it will serve the larger interest of the students of theoloay,

May God grant us more strength to serve cause of the
religion.

SYED SAFI HAIDER
SECRETARY



INSTRUCTIONS

(For Teachers)

The children should be dictate the meaning of
words and they should be asked learn them.
After the children have been taught lessons,
questions should be put to them to enable them to
understand the meaning of the lessons.

The teachers should dictate in brief the answers to
the question given at the end of lessons and the
children be asked to learn them. Practical
education should also be given where necessary

And

the children should be made to learn important
Masael.
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Lesson |

THE NEED FOR RELIGION

Trees grow 1n the forests and they are also grown in the
garden and parks. A man 1s afraid of entering the forests but he
wants 1o go nto the garden. This is because the growth of trees in
the woods 1s unplanned whereas in the gardens. their growth is
planned and controlled. There is no gardener to ook after the trees
in the forest whereas skilful gardeners trim them and protect them
in the gardens.

If men are also allowed to live without plan and discipline,
their habitations would soon become wild and disorderly. But if
they submit to discipline and self-control, their habitations will
become like heaven. Therefore men need a system of laws and
regulations which would teach them which 1s the best plan for life.
This very system of laws and regulations is called religion. The
Prophets of Allah and imam as are the gardeners of this garden
and park. They are sent by Allah to guide us and teach us how to
lead our lives.

Questions
. Why is it necessary for mankind to follow a system of laws and
regulations?
2. What is a religion and what is its objective?



Lesson 2

IS THERE NO GOD?

There are many people who follow some religion but there
are some people who do not follow any religion. They are known
as atheists. They believe this world evolved by itsell and a time
will come when it will dissolve and disappear.

An atheist has firm belief that every thing in this world has
been made and is not self made and vet he will assert this universe
did not have a maker but is “self-made™. This is because he denies
existence of God.

An atheist came to see the sixth Imam, J-afar Sadiq (A.S.).
when the latter was with a group of his companions. The atheist’s
name was Abdullah Daysani. He brought up the subject of the
existence of God for discussion. The Imam asked him his name.
But instead of answering Imam’s question. the atheist went away.

The Imam’s companions were surprised and asked why
did he go away, he came 1o discuss something with vou?

The Imam said: The discussion came 1o an end. He lost
and went away.”

The companions said: “But how did he lose? He had hardly
said anything.”

The Imam said. ~'l asked him his name. He understood that
if he told me his name. I shall ask him: if there is no God how are

you the servant of God. because 4hdnllalr means “the servant of

God™. If theie is no God. haw can these e the servant of God?”™
Tiony wished to make the meant that without God. no
creation wus possible. Sinee there are reople. there is also God
who created then.
I SHIG
I3 Is there anvthing hefore wohe s whide came into existence itself?

2 How the atheist lost in discussion”

8-



[ esson 3

IF THERE WERE TWO GODS

[t has been experienced that if two men are performing any
work jomtlv. sometime they agree with cach other and sometime
they ditler,

b the case where there s no difference between them. they
remain depended on the advice of cach other but in case of
difference of opinion between them. the work cannot be performed.
Same 1s the position of two gods. I there were two gods. they
would sometime agree with cach other and sometime differ. In the
Case o f‘aimilaril\-' in their thinking, they would be depended on the
aavice o each other. The dependance is found in men only and not
m God. It god is found wanting or dependent he cannot be a god.
In case they difter with each other. one would say that there should
be rains and the other would sav in negative. with the result the
affairs of the world would be paralysed. Different decision taken
by two gads cannot be implemented. The decision taken by the
stronger god will prevail. There would thus be no place for the
weaker God. Therefore we will have to accept that there is one

God.

Questions
. HWhat would have been the result if there were two gods?
2 Wi is it believed thar God is one?



[Lesson 4

FAITH IN THE UNSEEN

The most significant thing in Islam is that where it has taught
mankind to use eves for their work. it has also commanded to use
wisdont in their affairs. The eves see those things which are visible
but the function of the wisdom is to see those things which are not
visible and cannot be seen.

There are many things in this world which are believed to
be in existence after sceipg them such as sun. moon. stars,
mountains. sea ctc. There are many things. the existence of which
cannot be denied but these have not been seen. We can see wires
carryig electricity but we cannot see the current running in them.
Everybody is alive because of the soul but none has ever seen it.
We apply wisdom to our work in day to day living but no body has
ever seen It

Similarty Islam has taught men to belicve that therc are
things which exist even though none has seen them. A muslim
must believe mn them because Allah and His Messenger told us
about them and they could never be wrong.

Angels. Jinns, Paradise. Hell and Kauthar are some of those
things which were created by Allah but they are not visible. But
we muslims have firm belief about their existance because our
Prophet (S.A.) has told us so.

To have faith in the unseen is true Islam. A man, who has
no faith in them, is not a muslim. Islam begins with faith in Allah
Who 1s not visible. The last Article of Faith is belief in the Day of
Judgment which is also unseen. Thus the beginning and the end
both are unseen.

Our 12th Imam 1s 1n occultation by the command of Allah.

10



We have never seen him but we have to believe in him. 1o have
faith in his being in existence is such an important part of Islam
that without it Islam is incomplete.

Questions
/. Which of the following things can be seen with eves and which witl
wisdom.-
Flower, Mango. Apple, Soul, Wisdom, Electricity?
2. Quran and Barzakh are two things, which is to be believed by secing
with eves and which by wisdom?
4. Whether he is a muslin or not who has no faith in the unseen?

11



Lesson 3

TAWAKKUL (Trust in Allah)

Tanvakkul means trust. A muslim must trust in Allah under
all circumstances. If he loses all his material wealth and all his
[riends. he should not surrender to despair. If the whole world
turns against him, he should have no fear. Whoever tr usts Allah.
receives His blessings. Whoever fears Allah. he does not fear
any thing clse. He knows that all profit and loss are in the hands
of Allah. If Allah proteets some one. no one can dgestroy him, and
tf Allah wishes to destroy someone. no one can save hum. It Allah
bestows His gifts upon someone, no one can take them away from
him. and if Allah wished to deprive some one of his wealth. no
one can do anything to help him.

He who does not fear Allah. fears evervthing and
everyone in the world. Te who fears Allah. does not fear even
death. He who does not fear Allah. is 4 coward. e who has
faith in Allah. does not have 10 beg anvone for any thing. Instead
of begging anvone. he onlv begs before Allah. He never loses
hope even in the midst of failures. Allah protects the honour of
such a man.

When Prophet Ibrahim was thrown in a huge fire by
Namrood and his followers. he had no fear of death by burning.
He hiad fear of Allab, Aflter reac hing in the midst of Tames. he
wis not disappointed. but he had nope that Alfah would save
. The fre turned cotd bs the command of Ailah and L Prophet
Abruham was saved We shouid. rcictore. never io«e hope
i Allalvs merey, We should alwayvs fear him. We should not
fear Allah in the way as we fear from beasts because in that
case there will be only fear alone and no ghmpse of hope. But

12



we should fear Allah in the same way as we fear our parents
and teachers because alongwith that tear there is a hope for
help also.

Questions
/. Wheat does Tavvakkul mean?
2 Why did Allah save Prophet Abraham from fire?
3. How should we fear Aalt?



l.esson 6

"ADL’-(DIVINE JUSTICE)

"Adl means that Allah is free from every evil. He is perfect
in every sense. He cannot do anything that is wrong. Nor can He
refrain from doing anything that ought to be done. Therefore Allah
cannot do wrong. nor can He desist from punishing the wrong-
doers.

There are many proofs that Allah is free from every evil. A
man does something wrong when he does not know that he is doing
any wrong or. he knows that he is doing wrong but goes ahead and
does 1t in the hope of some gain. Both of these conditions are not
found in Allah. He is Omniscient. e knows what is right and
what is wrong. And He is independent. He does not need anvthing
from anyone. Therefore. e cannot do any w rong.

The second proofthat Allah is “.Td/if (Just) is that e ordered
His creatures not to do any wrong. This order is repeated many
times in Quran. He sent 1.24,000 prophets to this world. and all of
them gave mankind His message not to do any wrong. Thercfore,
it He is ordering others to refrain from doing wrong, how can He
do any wrong Himsel{?

The third proof that Allah is ‘Adil. is that He will revard
those who do good deeds by sending them into Paradise. and that
IMe would punish the wrong-doers by sending them into Hell, Men
do good deeds in the hope of going to Paradise. and thev retrain
from doing wrong deeds out of their fear o t being thrown inte Hell.
They trust the promise of Allah. If Allah is unjust. then we can
think that He can throw us into Hell even if we do good deeds. It
one entertains such a thought, he will lose faith in Allah's promise.

14



and then he will do evervthing that 15 wrong. and he will never do
anvthing good. Thus the whole world would be filled with crime
and evil.
Questions
Al is Just” what does it meun”’

/
2 Crive g proof that Al is Just”?
3 If Allah becomes unjust. how the world would be filled with evils?

===
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l.esson 7.,

PROPHETHOOD

Men and animals both are born in this world. Both eat and
drink and both have to die some dav. In this sense. men and animals
are alike. But there is a basic difference between them. Man s
eifted with Reason: animals are not. Man is accountable for his
deeds. animals are not. A man will be resurrected after s death:
he will have to stand in the court of Allah. Allah will judge him for
all the rights and wrongs he did in life. For cood deeds. he will be
rewarded and for wrong deeds. he will pay a penalty. A man must
know what are the deeds which please Allah. and which ones
displease Hlim. An animal does not have to know this.

Allah is very kind upon human beings. so He sent 1.24.000
of Tlis messengers to tell mankind what is right and what 1s wrong.
Out of them 313 of Allah’s messengers are more distinguished and
great and are known as Rasools. And out of these 313, five are
oreat and exhaited. the greatest of them all being our Prophet
Muhammad (S.A.). He was the last of all the prophets. No other
prophet came after him. and no other prophet will ever come m the
tuture. All persons who claimed to be prophets after our Prophet
Muhammad (S.AL) are liars viz Musailama-c-Kadhdhab. Sujah and
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiany ete.

The prophets of Allah well known to us by their names are

the following:
. Adum 2. Nah 3. Idris 4. Ibrahim 3. Isma‘el 6. Ishag 7. Yaqub
8. Yasui'Q. Ylanus 10. Loot 11, Saleh 12. Hud 13. Shotaib 14. Shith
15. Daood 16. Sulaiman 17 Dhul-kift 18, Al-Yassa® 19. Ilyas
20. Zakarriya 21. Yahya 22. Moosa 23. Haroon 24, Yousha’
25. *Isa 26. Muhammad (S.A.)

Fach of the five great prophets was also given a system of

16



law. They are prophets Nooh. Ibrahim. Moosa, *[sa and Muhammad
(S.AL). may Allah bless them all.

When Mubammd Mustala (S A.) came and promulgated
his svstem of law. all other systems of law. however. will never be
abrogated. Tt will be in effect till the end of time. And only those
people will win salvation who will obey his system of law.

Questions

What is the difference henveen men and animals”

How could men know the pleasure and displeasure of Allal?

Give numes of any two Jalse prophets.

Give names of ten real prophets.

Whose system of leow is i existence and whose svstem of lavwill fast
tifl the end of time?

6. HWhich people will win salvation?

B e o e

17



Lesson 8

THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE
. PROPHETS

A prophet has the following attributes:
I A prophet is knowledgeable since birth. His parents and
fore fathers are all muslims. No prophet was cver born in the
pedigree of pagans. He is noble and pure in his private and pubhic
life. He is born alwavs in a pure. pious and sacred pedigree in a
noble and honourable home. He does not sufter from any repulsive
discase. He does not adopt a profession that is dishonourable.
2. A prophet is sinless. He cannot commit a sin or an evil act.
Le does not suffer from loss of memory. He cannot be stupid. 11e
is infallible. Since he is born with knowledge, he eschews every
sin. [t is a wrong notion that he is forced not to commit vice and to
do vood deeds because he is infallible. Actually he evades sins and
perform noble deeds with his own free will and determination due
to his knowledge and belief in Alah. If he refrains from sin, it 1s
not because he has no choice. He has choice. He evades sin and
crror because he knows that Allah finds them revolting. He does
good deeds because he is attracted to them.
3. A prophet is superior to everyone of his contemporaries.
[Te is superior to them in every respect. No other man can surpass
him in any of the personal qualities

4. No man can become a prophet because he wants to be. Allah
alone sclects and designates His prophets.
Questions
I Cun any person among the parents and forefathers of a prophet be a
pagan?
2. Is an infallible person forced to do good deeds and eschew had deeds?
3 To whom a prophet is atways superior?

18



[Lesson 9

THE IDENTIFICATION
OF A PROPHET

How do we know that Allah has sent someone as prophet?
There are two ways of knowing this, viz.
P The existing prophet tells the pecople who would be the
prophet after him as Jesus had told his followers that a prophet
would come after him and his name would be Ahmad. He would
be the last prophet. Prophet Moses had also told his followers about
our Prophet. He had said that the last Prophet would come in the
city of Yathrib. The jews had migrated to Yathrib and inhabited
there much before the arrival of our Prophet. Yathrib is another
name ot Medina. The jews and christians were waiting for the arrival
of our Prophet as per the Prophecies of Moses and Jesus. But it
was their misfortune that when our Prophet came. they instead of
expressing faith in him and helping him, became his enemies.
2. A Prophet is known by mu jiza. Every Prophet was given a
myracle to convince other people. A miracle is a surprising act
performed by prophet out of his God gifted power that no one of
his time could imitate or duplicate that miracle. The people had to
admit that the prophet possessed some extraordinary powers and
was sent by Allah. Every prophet presents ‘mu iza™ as a proof of
his prophethood. For example. the rod of Moses had become a
serpent and swallowed up the pieces of rope which looked like
moving serpents due to the trick of magicians. Jesus used o revive
the deads and sick persons were made to recover without medicine.
Our Prophet, Muhammad Mustafa (S.A.) was also endowed with
miracles. He made the moon to split into two with the pointing of
his finger. Once a spring had originated from his fingers. By his

19



order, the animals and stones used to give witness. like men and
women, about the Prophethood of Muhammad Mustafa (S.A.).
Trees used to come nearer to him by moving under his command.
But his greatest and everlasting miracle is Quran Majeed. Quran is
a miracle that has silenced even the most eloquent of the Arabs as
it challenges them to produce a match to it even though cotlective
effort. It has been called the living miracle of Muhammad Mustafa
(S.A.) It is a miracel even today long after the Prophet has left this
world, and 1t will remain as such for all times to come.

Questions
/. Which are the two ways of knowing a prophet?
2 Why a propheg is endowed with miracles by Allah?
3 Narrate any five miracles?

20



Lesson 10

OUR LAST PROPHET

Our Prophet Muhammad Mustafa (S.A.) was borm in Mecca
at the early morning Friday on the 17th of Rabi-ul-Awwal. the first
‘vear of the Elephant’. His mother was Amina Khatoon. daughter |
of Wahab. Wahab belonged to a distinguished family of Medina.
His father. Abdullah died before he was born. Abu Talib was his
uncle. At the time of his birth. there was a hight all around from the
carth to the skv. The angels were descending to the earth in good
numbers. Satan surprisingly asked the angels whether Qivamet
had come. They replied that the last Prophet. Muhammad Mustafa
(S.A.) had born and thev were going there to offer heartiest
greetings. On hearing this. Satan became enemy of the Prophet
(S.A.) and his Akl-e-Bair (A.S.)

Muhammad (A.S.) was only four vears old when his mother
Amina Khatoon died at a place called Abwa. He was eight years
old when his affectionate grand-father, Abdul Muttalib also expired.
After the death of his grand-father. he was taken care ot and brought
up by his real and atfectionate uncle Abu Talib. Abu Talib helped,
protected and patromized Muhammad (S.A.) from his enemies to
the last day of his life. His aunt. Fatima, daughter of Asad was the
mother of Al. son of Abu Talib .\ S.). She took care of Muhammad
(5.A.) and brought him up as her own son. Muhamimad ¢S.A+also
called her his mother.

When Mubhammad (S.A.) was 23 vears old. he married
Khadija. She devoted her entire wealth 1o the service of [slam.
After the death of Khadija, the Prophet married several women but
he always remembered Khadija during his entire life. When the
Prophet was 1n the 40th year of his life Allah commanded him on

21



27th Rajab to proclaim His mission as Hrs Messenger. During e
first three year he preached Islam secretly and thereafter Allah
commanded him to preach publicly.

When Mohammad Mustafa (S.A.) was 51 and after eleven
years of the proclamation on Islam. Khadija and Abu Talib dicd
one after the other within a gap of a few months. The Prophet was
much shoked by thesc.deaths. He called the year of death the “vear
of sorrow.”

When Muhammad Mustafa (S.A.) was 53 vyears old and
had preached Islam for 13 vears. facing various hardships. he
migrated from Mecca to Medina. Tt is called Hijraf. On the night
of migration. the enemies had surrounded his house in order to kill
him. He came out of his housc as was commanded by Allah and
the enemies who were made blind by Allah, could not see the
Prophet. He made Alj (A.5.) to sleep in his place in the bed. His
enemies finding some figure lying in the bed, thought that the
Prophet was sleeping. On the other hand, Ali son of Abuy Talib
(A.S.) had a sound sleep throughout the night under the shadow of
naked swords. The Prophet staved in Medina for ten years and
died at the age of 63. The Islamic calendar, Hijri Era begins from
the date of the migration of the Prophet from Mecca to Medina.

In the second year of the migratioin, F atima Zahra (S.A.)
was married with Ali son of Abu Talib (A.S)).

. Inthe 10 AH, Muhammad Mustafa (S.A.) performed the
Farewell Pilgrimage and when returning from Mecca he halted at
a vast plain and at noon on the 18th Dhilhijja, he appointed, by the
command of Allah. Ali son of Abu Talib as his successor, Khalifa
and sovereign of all muslims. About 1,25,000 muslims witnessed
this ceremony.

On his return to Medina,he remained alive for two months
and ten days. He fell ill and after a few days’s ailment he expired
on 28th Safar 11 A H. |

Ali son of Abu Talib (A.S.) gave ghus! (bathing) to the

22



body of the last Prophet, draped it in a shroud and buried him.

Questions

I What are the dates of birth and death of the last Prophet and what was
his age?

Name the persons who brought up the Prophet in his childhood?
What were the names of his mother and aunt?

Whar was his age at the time of proclamation of prophethood and
migration from Mecca?

Which is the “vear of sorvow” and why is it called so”

When and with whonm F atéma Zahra (S.A.) was married?

When and where A1i (A.S.) was appointd, Khalifa?

Who buried the dead body of the Prophet?

Which is the Hijri year now and how much time has passed when the
Prophet migrated?

PNV
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Lesson 11

‘ISMAT (INFALLIBILITY)

We are born ignorant and do not know anything. Then we
start learning slowly and as our knowledge increases. the ignorance
decreases. But no matter how much a man learns and how mtich
he knows. his knowledge still remains limited. Even the most
knowledgeable man among us ts 1gnorant. FEven the learncd man
suffers from lapses of memory and commits mistakes. Sometimes
we make mistakes and commit sins knowingly. Allah sent His
prophets and imams to this world to teach mankind to protect iselt
from the perils surounding it. They cuide us and show us the right
way of right living. |

But il the prophets and imams are going to guide mankind
they themselves must be lree from all human weaknesses and
blemishes. Not only must they be free from moral weaknesses but
also. their decisions and their judgments must be invartably right.
They also should not suficr trom failure of memory. If they sufter
from the sane weaknesses that afflect other mortals, then they
cannot be good guides, in fact, occasions might arise when others
might correct their errors and guide them.

But Allah made His prophets and imams sinless and
infallible. He also made their knowledge comprehensive and
perfect. They did not contemplate even a minor misdemeanor much
less a sin. This special gift of Allah 1o them is called ‘Ismar and
they are called Ma soom (infallibie}.

- [smat 15 a very special and secret gift of Allah to his chosen
few. None can he called a musoom uniess and until hinted so by
Allah. Our prophet (S.A ) Fatimo sahra (S.A) and the twelve
[mams (A.S.) were the reviptents ot this oift. Fach of them was.
therefore, a Ma ‘soom. Allat clone can appoint a prophet or an 1mam

24



heeause He alone knows upon whom He has bestowed the gilt ot
“ismat. which 15 a precondition lor the prophethood or imamat.
Thus a prophet or an limam is one who 1 appointed by Allah and

whose i He only has revealed.

Questions
/. et o vou wnderstand by the “Tymar of wit loam
2 Hove Ixmrai cant be found?
5. Doos the man. cifted with - Isinat heconte heiploss”?
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THE FOURTEEN MA‘SOOMEEN
(INFALLIBLES)

Our Prophet (S.A.) is father’s name was Abdutiah and
arand father’s name was Abdul Muttalib. His mother was
Amina Khatoon. He was born in Mecca and died in Medina.
Fatima Zahra (S.A) Our Prophet was her father and
Khadija-tul-Kubra was her mother, She was married o Al
(A.S.). She was born in Meeca and was martvred in Medina
Imam Ali (A.S.). Iic was the son of Abu [adlib and grandson
of Abdul Mutalth, The name of his mother was Fatima.
daughter of Asad. He was born in Kaaba and was martvred
m the Mosque of Kufa.

Imam Hasan (AN Ths father was Al (ALS) and mother
was Fattma Zabra (5 N0 Fle was born (o Meding and was
martyred 1 Meding,

Imam Husain (AS.). His father was A H(ALS) and mother
was [Fatima Zahra (S.AL). He was born in Medina and was
martyred i Karbala,

Imam Zayn-ul-Abidin (A.S.). I1is name was Ali (A.S.). He
was the eldest son of Imam Tusain (A.S.). His mother was
Shahr Bano. He was born in Medina and was martyred in
Medina.

Imam Muhammad Biigir (A.S.). s name was M uhammad
(A.S). Imam Zavn-ul-Abidin (AS) was his [ather and
Fatma, daughter of Imam Hasan (.S was his mother He
was born in Medina and was wartyred in Medina,

Imam Ja*far Sadiq (A.S.). His name was B far (ALS) nam
Mubammad Bagir ¢ NS0 was his tather and Ummie Farwah
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was his mother. He was born in Medina and was martyred in the

9.

10.

I1.

14.

e to o~

same city.

Imam Musa Kizim (A.S.). His name was Miisa (A.S.).
Imam Jafar Sadiq (A.S.) was his father and Hameeda was
his mother. He was born in Abwa and was martyred in
Baghdad.

Imam Ali Raza (A.S.). Ilis name was Ali (A.S.). He was the
son of Imam Musa Kazim (A.S.). The name of his mother
was Najma. He was born in Medina and was martyred 1n
Khurasan.

Imam Muhammad Taqi (A.S.). His name was Muhammad
(A.S)). Imam Ali Raza (A.S.) was his father and Sabeeka
was his mother. He was born in Medina and was martyred in
Kazmain.

Imam Ali Nagqi (A.S.). His name was Ali (A.S.). Imam
Muhammad Taqi (A.S.) was his father and Samana was his
mother. He was born in Medina and was martyvred in Samarra.
Imam Hasan ‘Askari (A.S.). His name was Hasan (A.S)).
Imam Al Naqgt (A.S.) was his father and Haditha was his
mother. He was bom in Medina and was martyred in Samarra.
Imam Mahdi (A.S.). His name is Muhamimad (A.S.). Imam
Hasan *Askari (A.S.) is his father and Narjis Khatoon is his
mother. He was born in Samarra and is still alive by the
command of Allah. His titles are Mahdi, Imam of the age,
Guardian of the age, Proof of God Sahibul Asr (Master of
the age), Sahib-uz-Zaman (Master of the time). Instead of
calling him by his name. we should call him by his titles.

Questions

Where the 10th Imam was born and what was his mother s name?
How the 12th Imam should be called?

Give the nantes of the Fourteen Masoomeen with parentage and places
of birth”. |



Lesson 13

IMAMAT

Imamat like the prophethood is one of the Basics of Faith
in Islam. Allah has been sending prophet after prophet to this world
for the guidance of mankind. After the expiry of prophethood, 1t
was necessary for Allah to have made arrangements for the guidance
of mankind till the Qivamat. After the last prophet Muhammad
Mustafa (S.A.). Allah accordingly appointed twelve imams for the
guidance of the mankind. On expiry of imimat of these twelve
imams, the world will cease to exist and there would be Qiyamat.

Imamat is one of the Basics of Faith in Islam and without
having belief in it, a man can neither be a momin nor he would go
to paradise. Allah has said that on the Day of Judgement, He would
call people alongwith their imams. On that day the people would
not only be questioned as to who their Allah is. who their Prophet
is, what their Book is. what their Qibla is and what their religion is
but they would also be questioned as to who is their Imam. Theretore
one must know who one’s Imam is. Our Prophet said, “Whoever
dies without knowing who his imam is, dies a death of a pagan.” [f
it is so important that one should know one’s Imam. then Allah
Himself ought to appoint them and get them introduced by names
to the people through His Prophet. { This was done by Him.)

Since Islam and Quran wiil remain in existence ull Qrvamer,
it 1s necessary that there should also be their guardians and
protectors. The twelve Imams were accordingly appointed tor the
purpose. Thev are the guardians of Holy Law and Islam.

1. Like the prophets. an imam is also infallible. He 1s immune
from errors. He cannot forget. He is safe from forgetfulness.
2. Like the prophets, an imam is also born knowledgeable.
About any question. great or small posed to him. he cannot
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sav that he does not know the answer.

Like the prophets. an imam is also endowed with the power
ro work miracles. No one can challenge therr miracies.
Like the prophets. an imam 1s also superior to all his
contemporaries in every respect.

|ike the prophets. an imam is frec from cvery blemish-—
physical. personal. spiritual. intellectual. moral and ethical.
Like the prophets. an imam combines 1 his person alt the
best qualities.

Like the prophets. an imam is absolutely fearless. He is the
bravest man ol his time.

Like the prophets an imam is the ruler in both spheres religion
and temporal.

An imam is from the clan of Bani Hashim and he is a member
of the Ahlul-Buit of the prophet ot Islam.

Questions
H hat are the gualitios found in an i ?
Tmamat i one of the Basics of Faith™ Quoie one verse from QJuran
caind g Hadith in s proof.
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[esson |4

AN IMAM IS INDISPENSABLE

Without an Imam. mankind cannot find guidance. in fact.
mankind could perish without an Imam. In this regard. an interesting
dialoguce is reproduced hercunder.

Hisham son of [{akam was one of the companions and
puptls of Imam Jalar Sadiq (A.S.). Itwas reported to hin that Ampr
son ol Obaida (Amr bin Obaida)y made most exuavagant claims in
the Jama Masjid of Bagra. On the lollov g Friday. Hisham went
to that mosque and noticed that Amr was in the contre ol 4 crond
answerng questions. He also managed to eet 1o the centre and the
lotlowing dintogue took place between them:-

Hisahm: [ am o stranger in town and would like o ask some
questions.

Amr. (Without hesttation). Go alicad. Ask whatever vou want.

Hisham: Do vou have oves?

Amr: Do I have exes? What a toolish question.

Hisham: This is all that T want 10 know. Any harm to vou if vou
tell me?

Amr: All right. Yes. T have eves?

Hisham: What do vou do with your ¢yes?

. ey N .y . - . . N
Amr: Dumb question again. Obviously F'see with mv eves and

ditferenciatec among colours.

Hisham: Do you have a nose?

Amr: Yes. What do vou mean?

Hishanm: I do not mean anything. T simply want to know what do
vou do with your nosc?

.5 .

Amr: [ breathe through my nose and pick up scents and odours
Hisham: Do vou have a tongue

L]

Amr: Yes. | have.

i
—
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Hisham:
Amr:

Hisham:
‘Amr:
Hisham:
‘Amr:
Hisham:
‘Amr:
Hisham:
"Amr:

What do vou do with vour tongue?

I talk and taste different things. such as sweet or sour or
bitter and so on.

0.K.. Do you have ears”

Yes.

Are they of any use?

| hear with them.

Do you have hands”

I am not without hands. What do you mean to say”’

Are they for show only or are of any use?

I work with them, touch all sorts of things and feel with
them.

[Afier asking about each part of the body, he questioned about heart. [

Hisham:
"Amr:

Hisham:

‘Amr:
Hisham:

[
Amr:

Hisham:

(4
AMr:

Hisham:

‘Amr:
Hisham:

Do vou have a heart or were you born without 1t”

No work can be done without heart. It is responsible for
all actions.

What work do yvou take from heart”

This is the dumbest question of all. The heart is the king
of entire body and looks after it.

Do vour limbs and your organs depend upon your heart
and do all of them obey 1t?

That’s right. Nothing could be done without heart
When all the limbs of the body are in good condition,
then why do they depend on heart?

You don't realise the importance of the organ called the
heart. The heart is responsible for central control.
Withourt the heart. the limbs and the organs would not
know what to do. In fact. without the heart. all of them
would be helpless and useless.

In other words, the heart is indispensable for life in the
body.

Th{at’s right. Nothing ¢an be done without the heart.

O Amr! if Allah could not abandon a few limbs and a
few organs of the body without control from a central
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authority (heart). how could He abandon all men and
women. He has created. without a system of guidance
from a central authority? That central authority is the
Imam. Allah madc him responsible for guiding mankind
as He made the heart responsible for controlling the
functions of different parts of the boy.

[Amr was baffled by the logic of Hisham and desparately asked:]

‘Amr:

Hisham:

Amr:

Hisham;

‘Amr:

Are you Hisham?

What do vou mean by the name?

To which place you belong?

I belong to Kufa.

Then really vou arc Hisham. Thereupon Amr stepped
forward, embraced Hisham and made him sit by his side.
and paid respect to him. Amr was so much frightened
that till such time Hisham remained sitting there. he
rematned quiet and did not speak.

This incident has proved that an Imam is indispensable for every
age and that the world cannot exist without him.

S

Questions

Whoeas Hisham and whose companion was he”?

Hove did he make 4mr son of Obaide Basari answerfess”
Fron uhnm had Hisham derived this knowledge?

How did 4mpr rec ognise Hishum?

Y
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LLesson 15

THE END OF THE UNIVERSE

There was a time when this world did not exist then it was
created. Similarly a time will come when it will cease to exist. and
it will be arrival of the Day of Judgment.

The Day of Judgment will come when the angel Israfil will
come to the earth with a trumpet having two indicators. one towards
the sky and the other towards the earth. He will blow the trumpet
towards the carth and every living thing on the carth will die. Then
he will blow the trumpet second time towards the sky and every
living thing there will die. Israfil will also dic by the command of
Allah. Thus nobody will remain alive except Allah. the Almighty.

Thereatter when it is the pieasure of Allah. He will resurrect,
tirst the inhabitants of the heaven and then the inhabitants of the
carth. They will then face the Time of Reckoning. Every man and
every man and every woman will be judged by Allah according to
their deeds. Those of them who did good deeds in this world, will
be admitted to the Paradise and those who lived evil lives, will be
cast into the Hell.

The signs of the approach of the Day of Judgment:

Some stgns will appear which will foretell the approach of

the Day of Judgment. Some of them will be:

1. The reappearance of Yajoo) and Mdjooj. They were a people
who worked havoc on the earth. Dhul Qarnain built a wall
to contain them, and thus he gave deliverance to mankind
from their ravage. Just before the Day of Judgment, the
wall will crumble, and Yajoo; and Majooj will go on a
rampage once gain.

Tust before the Day of Judgment. the sun will rise from the
west,
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Just before the Day of Judgment. a smoke will cover the

earth.

Questions
When will Qiviimat (Day of Judgment) come’
Who is Israfif?
Which incidents will take place just before Givimat”




THE BRANCHES OF THE RELIGION
(CONDUCTS)



[.esson 16
SALAT (PRAYER)

OUR DUTY.

Allah gave us life. He gives us food. He gave us parents
and our brothers and sisters. He gave us our intelligence, and He
etves us knowledge. He gives us honour and material wealth. He
gave us all that we have, and He will give us all that we shall have
m future.

Allah toves us and He is more kind to us than even our
own parcnts. We too. thercfore. should love Allah. One of the
ways expressing our love for Allah. is to obey Him. and to worship
IHim. It is our duty to worship 11im.

SALAT.

Salat 1s the most important worship for Allah. It brings
many benefits to us, both in this world and in the hereafter.

Salat trains us in punctuality. A person who says salat. has
a clean body and a pure heart.

Salat brings blessings of Allah to one’s knowledge. faith
and wealth.

Evervone respects a person who says Salat. whoever SaYs
dalat. wins the pleasure of Allah.His Mes:~nger, the Imams and
all the believers.

Salat elevates the soul of @ man.

Salat acts upon as a deterent from evil deeds.

yaldtis an "imvestment” tor one’s salvation in the Hercaller,
If a man’s Salat is accepted. all his other noble deeds will be
accepted: it his Salat is not accepted. all his other deeds also will
not be accepted.

Salat dispels evils from a person. and gives him the ability
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to solve his problems. A person who gives up Salat, becomes a
sinner (f7sig). and he will receive hard. punishment for it on the
Day of Judgment.

Anv person who belittles the Salat, becomes an apostate.
anyone who belitties Salat. is disobeying Allah. Whoever disobeys
Allah. cannot claim to be a muslim.

A person who is punctual in Salat, is God- fearing. He keeps
himself away from foul decds. A person who says Salat, is gratciul
to Allah for His bounties. Salat is a source of obtaining those
bounties. Salatin congreg action promotes brotherhood and fosters
equality among all muslims. if'it is said in congregation,

There is a prescribed way for Salat. No one can change
what way. All muslims offer Salat in the same manner. This fosters
discipline and organisation in the community. if the mushms carry
the same discipline and organisation into their worldly aflairs also,
they will win sure success in every thing.

Questions
/. What is worship? Which worship is the greatest”
2. Wit the personwill be called vwho belitiles the Saldi?
3. What are the advaniages if Salar is said in a congregation”?
4. Give atleast three advaniages of Salar?

fad
oo
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Lesson 17

SALAT OF THE MA‘SOOMIN

The Salat of the Prophet.

Our Prophet (S.A.) used to spend the whole night praying.
Standing up in Salat all night caused his teet to swell. Eventually.
Allah Himself had to say. ~O thou. folded in garments; take some
rest at night”.

The Salat of the first Imam.

Our First Imam. Ali (A.S.) was the king of the world as
well as of the religion. Once he was midst of a fierce battle and
surrounded by his enemics who wanted to kill him. fust then came
the time for praver. Without caring for the enemies. he dismounted
from the horse and began his praver. After the prayer was over, a
companion protested that he had risked his life by praying at a
time when the cnemy was attacking from all sides. e said that he
was fighting that battle for no reason other than to establish the
Very prayer. |
The Salit of the 3rd Imam.

The enemies in thousands had surrounded our 3rd Imam,
Hussain (A.S.) in the battlefield of Karbala and wanted to kill him.
On the 10th of Moharrum when he realised that the time for mid-
day (Zuhr) prayer had arrived. he made two of his companions
stand in front of him so that they may take the attacks upon
themselves and he began his prayer. He was not afraid of the
enemies. He was totally oblivious of the clound of arrows, spun by
the enemies. Ie neither cared for his death nor of his being wounded
but said the prayer. In the afternoon at the time of ‘Agr prayer when
the enemy killed him, he was 1n the state of prostating. Giving his
head while prostating. he demonstrated that he could die but he
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could not miss the Saldt (prayer).
The Salit of the 4th Imam.

Our 4th Imam. Zayvn-ul-"Abidin {A.S.). used to spend nights
and days in Salat. He used to be such engrossed by the fear of
Allah that people thought he had died.

Once when he was praying. Satan thought of testing lum He
came to the Imam in disguise of a snake and started biting his toe. He
was so much absorbed in the prayer that he did not feel the biting of
the snake. Satan was much suprised to sce this. Afier the prayer was
over. a voice was heard saying that the Imam was actually the Zayn-
ul-Abidin “(Omament of the Worshippers.)” This s his title since then.
The dignity of Salat.

In Salat. one must be absorbed in remembering Allah . to
the exclusion of every other thought. If one has any anxiety. one
must pray to Allah after the Salat. and He will remove 1t.

To think or to worry about our worldy affairs. we have all
the time when we are not occupied in Salat. We should not aliow
these anxieties and worrics (o interfere with our Salat. Our Salat
should have only one focus. and that is to win the pleasure of Allah
through our love tor and obedience to Him.

In a certain battle. an enemy archer shot an arrow which
caught Ali (A.S.)in his anl\le Attempts to remove the arrow had
to be abandoned because Al (A.S.) could not stand the pain. Then
the Prophet (A.S.) heard about this incident dﬂd he said, “Just wait
until the time for prayer comes. and when ‘Ali begins his prayer.
pull out the arrow.” When Ali (A.S.) began his prayer. the arrow
was pulled out and he did not know about 1t.

If we are true followers of our Imams (A.S.). we should
never miss Salit. We should be thinking of nothing in the world
except Allah during our pravers,

{ qestions

Explain the micainig; N

Give three ady (um.fgc, 'y .\_aul;;_

What should be the dignity of Salidr?
Narrate iy incidence of any Iman s Sulal
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Lesson 18

MANDATORY SALAT
(PRAYERS)

During the period of occultation of our present Imam (A.S.),

there are six mandatory prayers:-

1.

Lo

Ly 4

Five canonical prayers, i.e.. Fajr, Zulr. "Asr, Maghrib and
Isha.

Salit of Aayaat: Prayer to be offered during the eclipse of
the sun or the moon or alter natural disaster like an earthquake.
Saldt-ul-Mayyet: Prayer for the dead.

Salai-e- [invaf-e-Wejib.

Those prayers which one’s father’s has nissed.

Thosc prayvers which become mandatory because of fjaara.
‘Nezrand “Ahd ete.

The friday prayer is considered one of the five canonical

prayers. It 1s offered instead of the Zuhr prayer on Fridays. But if it
ts held with the prescribed conditions, to be on safe side, 11 should
be treated as mandatory.

Pre-conditions for Salat.

2

L

There are six pre-conditions for Salat. viz.,

Ritual purity. One must remove impurity, cleanse oneself
and wear neat and clean pure clothes.

Purification. One must bathe or take ablutions or perform
tayammum.

Satr. A man atlcast must cover the particular portions of his
front and rear body. A woman must ¢over the whole body
except the face, hands upto wrist and feet upto ankles, whether
anvone else 1s around or not.

Timings. Each prayer must be otfered at its” prescribed time.

41



Ihalrat (Permissibility) of the place. The place where one
stands to say prayer. must be clean and lawful and not
plundered.

Qibla. In saying Salatr, one must face the Qibla.

Men are {orbidden to wear silk or anv golden omaments while
performing pravers.

Questions

How many prayers are mandatory during the occultation period of
Imam (4.5.)?

Explain the pre-conditions which are mandatory before saving the
preyer?
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[.esson 19

QIBLA

Qibla is the place where Ku ha is situated. Those who
live near Ka 'ha must stand facing the K« 'ha when praving. Those
who live in places distant from the K« 'ha should turn in its direction
for praying.

There are various ways of determining the direction of
(Qibla, 1f 1t 1s not known. for example, one should note how the
local mosques are buift. If one cannot find a mosque. one should
ask the local muslims about the direction of Qibla or determine 1t
by seeing gravse of musiims. [f available, one can usc a compass
also for this purpose. One can also rely upon locals who can give
indication in this regards.

If it is impossible to determine the direction of Qibla. or
draw any hint. then one may face any direction and ofier the Salat
though 1t is better 1t he offers the same Salat four times. facing all
the four directions.

Questions
What is Qibla?
What is the order for those living near Ka'ba?
What is the order for those living at distant places from Ka ba?
What one should do when the direction of Qibla is not known?

RS Bl



Lesson 20

DRESS (FOR PRAYER)

When offering Salat, men must cover the front and the rear

of the bodies. Women must cover the whole body even the hair
should also be covered. Only that portion of the face may remain
uncovered which is washed for ablutions. The hands upto the wrist
and the feet may remain uncovered if ne one else is around.

I the matter of dress. one must comply with the following

requircments.

1.

S

The dress should hide the body. Women must not wear
nvlon or any transparent material. If they wear these. they
should also put on some non-transparent material (Chadar),
even if there 1s none around. other wise the salat will be void.
The dress should be clean. If the clothes are unclean. one
may not say Salat in them. But it it 1s likely that one would
miss the Salat. then one may ofter it in the same clothes.
Be mubih. The person sayving Salat must be wearing his
own clothes. But if he is wearing someone else’s c¢lothes.
then he must do only with the permission of the owner. If
someone had to pay Kloms and Zakat. and he did not pay,
and instead. he bought clothes with such money or with the
money mmhertted from such person who had K and Zakiu
outstanding, (dicd under obligation of paving; uny Salat
offercd while he 1z wearing these clothes, wili be void.

One must ot be wearing anvthing made from skin taken
from carrion ¢ Non-dhabiha) when savine Salats, To avoid it
one should wear. while praying. the Jlothes bought from
muslim onty. One should also not be wearing anvthing made
of leather when saving Salatifitis bought from a non-muslim.

14
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unless and until its properdfihifia is known,

The clothes of a person olfering Sa/ar. must not contain
anything from the body of an animal. the consumption of
which is unlawful. It has. therefore. been said that if there 1s
hair of a dog or a cat on the clothes. his Salat will be void.
[t is unlawful for men to wear silk whether they are or they
are not saying Salat. However if cotton is mixed with silk in
such a quantity that the cloth could not be called to be a silken.
then there is no harm in wearing such clothes.

Men may not wear clothes shot with gold or anything with
gold thread. Such things as ring of gold or chain of gold or
the buttons of gold or golden frames for are unlawlul for
eve-glasses or gold mounted on tooth, are unlawful for them.
Women are atlowed to wear all gold-ornaments and sijk-
clothes.

The use of gold for men 1s forbidden at all times. not only

when praving. It is not necessary that gold should be pure. Its use
is not allowed even if other metals are mixed with it. However if
some other metal is mixed with the gold in such aquantity that it
may not be called gold. its use 1s permussible.

Questions

Hovw much part of the bodv should be covered by men and women
while saving praver”

Explain am: three pro-conditions artuched to dress for Salat

When Saldr is void while seearing rvlon clothes?

e
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[.esson 21

THE PLACE OF SALAT

The place means the spot where one stands to say prayers.

It is not necessary that the place should be clean. It can be unclean
also. The only condition is that the clothes or any part of the body
must not touch the wet portion of that unclean place.

Saldi.
I.

o

LD

The place where one performs Sajda should be clean.

Following are some other requirements tor the place of

Mubah. (Permissible) — I the place of Saiar belongs to
someone else. one must obtain permission from its owners
to say prayers. otherwise the prayers will be void. In a mosque
or a public place if someone has occupied a spot, no one can
remove him {rom there. If someone tries to do so. Salat will
be void.

[n praving. one must not stand in front of the grave of any
M yoom because such an action shows lack of respect. One
may stand behind the grave or parailel to 1t. One may,
however. stand in front of such a grave if there is considerable
distance, or if there 1s something like a wall in between.
The place where one stands to say praver, must be stationary.
Saldt in a moving train is not right, unless it 1s likely that one
will miss it if wait the train to be stationed.

There is no fixed place for Salat. But it is better to say Salat
(in conggregation or individually) 1n a mosque than
elsewhere. It is even better if Salat is oftered in congregation.
it attracts much divine favours and blessings.

The dignity of the mosque is that one Salat offered there has
the merit of 25 prayers, said elsewhere. One prayver offered in Jamd’

46
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Lesson 22

ADHAN AND IQAMAT

Adhan and Iydmat are ‘preferable’ only for the five

canonical prayers and that too with much emphasis. In other prayers.
whether they are mandatory or non-mandatory, Adhan and Ifgdme
are not allowed. In Adhdn and lgamat. one must take the following
into account:-

L.

(ed

+

L5

o

Niyvat (intent): One must make the niyyat for being near to
Allah before saying Adhan or lgamat. Without such Niyyat,
there will be no merit for the person saying Adhan or Iyamai
or for that any other worship.

Sanity: Adhan and Igamat called by a person who 1s insance.
are not valid.

Adulthood: Adhan and [qamat called by a minor. are not
considered enough.

Sex: A woman may call Adhan and Igamat for other women
but not for men as it 1s not vahd.

Right Order: One must call Adhdn tirst and then lgdmat.
Mawalat: (Quick succession) Between ddhan. lqamat and
Saldt. there should not be any long intervals. Each of these
must be said in quick succession (without undue interruption)
otherwise Adhdn and fgamat will not be vahd.

Arabic: One must not call Adhan and Iginmat inany language
other than correct Arabic.

Timing: A Salat offered before its” time is invalid. But one
may say a missed prayer as there is no time fixed for it. It can
be said any time. Tt is preferable that the man calling Adhan
should have clean body and clothes and be standing and tace
towards the Qibla. But while calling Jydmat it is essential to
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have clean body and clothes and to remain in standing
position. It has been seen that while calling the /gamat. men
oct up when they reach the stage of Qad Qamatis Salah. This
is not at all proper when offering Sa/as individually because
there is no merit in it. In Adhdn and lgamat. there should be
mention of Ali son of Abu Tilib (A.S.) after the name of the

Prophet (S.A.). This is not an integral part of the 4dhan and

Ig&mat but it is “preferable” to call it according the Prophet

(S.A.)'s orders.

[{ 2 man forgets to say Adhdn and lyd@mart and starts the Saldr.
he may break the Saldt before his bowing. He should start the Salat
afresh after reciting Adhdan and lgdmat. But if one has forgotten to
call the Iqamat only. he coannot break the prayer if he has been
reciting the “Alhamd™ Surah but he can break the Saldt betore
reciting this Surq. 1 a man forgets to call the Adhan only then it is
not atlowed to break the Sa/dr. 1f a mun has intentionally missed
either Adhiin or fydimar. then it is unlawiul o break the Salat.

Questions
/ Whether the Adhdn and the lgdmat, called by a minor is enough’?
2, HWhat should be the cap betveen Adhin and lgamat?
3. Wt are the arders if a man forgets to call the Adhdn and the Igamal
cndd skarts saving the Saldr.?
4. State winy throe pro-conditions for calling lyamat?
3. What are the pre-conditions attached to the Adhan and the lqdmat?
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[.csson 23

THE MANDATORY
REQUIREMENTS OF SALAT

A total of eleven things are cssential in Salat Salat means
the collection of all these things. They are:-

(1) Novvar Gntention). (2) Tukhivaid Alram: (3) Ohdm
(standing) (4) Qir-ar (rectitation): (3) Divikr. (6) Rukii (7) Stifernc:
(8) Tashahhud (9) Saldm. (10) Tarteeh (order) (1) Movwader (Quick
succession).

Out of these eleven. tive are mandatory Arkan. (reing
plural of Ruwkn litaraily meaning polesy and that means that i1 .
worshipper omits them even unknow alv, his Salat becomes + o1l
These ure Nivvar. Tukbiratnd {hrdi. Ridaand both the Sajdis,
Rest are non-rukn mandatory, 10 they are omited intentionai’s

Scrlar becomes void, But it the omission fras akon riace Pooiase
he forgot them or any of themy, his NG/0 oo nos ~ooeme

but he must repeat it.

Nipyat (intent) is a Rukn and should be made menaliv. 125 ot
necessary to say it out verbally. Making the intent verbaih
while offering Namzz-¢-Ahtias. renders it void.

Takbiratul Aliram. One must make the Nivvat and then say A7/¢/h-
Akbar. This Takbir is a Rukn. This is the only Takbir in the
whole Salat which is mandatory. Other Takbirs are Sunnati
(desirable).

Qiyim. The man intending to say Salat, must stand to say it. If he
1s stck or weak. then he should stand as long as he can and
then sit down. It he feels better, he should stand up again. 11
someone 1s too sick even to sit, he should lie down flat or on
right or left side but his face should be towards the Qibla.
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Qivam is mandatory while saying Surah Fatiha and other
surah but it is a Rukn while calling the Takbir.

Similarly it is a Rukn before one goes in Ruku . One should go
in Ruku® while he 1s in Qiyam. The result of the Qivam being
a Rukn. will be that if a man after reciting Surah Fattha and
other Sura, goes straight to perform Sajdu due to forgetfulness
but before actually performing the Sajda, he remembers that
he has not done the Ruku ‘. then from that position he cannot
go in Ruku® because thus the Saldt will be rendered void. He
should, therefore, stand up (Qiyém) and then go in Ruku’.

Qir’at. (recitation). After the Takbir, one must read surah Fdtiha
and one more Siirak in the tirst two Rakaats. But one should
not read those Swrahs in which one has to perform a wajib
mandatory (Sajdas. Also. onc should not read those Surahs
which are verv long. and in the reading of which. the time
for Salat itself might pass. In congregational prayers. a
follower in Saldt (Mamoom) does not read these two Surahs
because the prayer-leader (/mdn) reads them. But the tollower
must read the rest of the Salat himself. In the last onc or two
Rakaats, one may either read only Sura Fatil or read once
SUBHANALLAHI-WALHAMDU LILAHI-WA LA ILAHA
[LLALAHU- WALLAHU AKBAR

FEDIOI VN e P
It is, however. better to read it thrice.

Ruku'. Is an important Rukn of Salat. If one misses it or if one
goes into Ruku twice. his Salat is void. In Ruk#z* one should
bend to such an extent that one’s palms reach the knees. In
Ruku one should bend to such an extent that one’s palms
reach the knees. It is not mandatory to keep the palms on the
knees. While in Ruku one must say once “SUBHANA |
RABBI-AL‘AZEEMI WA BIHAMDIHI”

.9-’5‘3:_3,..&43 #.,5 =
“SUBHANALLAH” q.u\f.:k;u.:- thrice.
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Thereafter its repetition is preferable. After performing the
Ruku‘, one should stand up straight and then go in Sajda
because this Qiyvam (standing) is also mandatory. After one
has stood up after performing Ruku* one should say “SAMF
ALLAHU LIMAN HAMIDAH ALLAHU AKBAR”

}@9""“! Fd-»p-i;-} t""‘”

This is preferable but should not be said in the process of
standing.

Tashahhud. One must read Tashahhud after the Sajdas of the
second Rakaat and the last Rakaat. The Tashahhud is:
ASHHADU AL LA ILAHA ILLALLAHU WAHDAROO
LA SHRIKA LAHOO WA ASHHADU ANNA
MUHAMMADAN ABDUHOO WA RASOOILUH
ALLAHUMMA SALLI ALA MUHAMMADNW WA
AALIMUHAMMAD c\j_x);ym;__;qn MR "\'

2SS gonatall s slehg2 T
If someone forgets Tashahhud and stands up. he should
atonce sit down. read the Tushahhud, and then after the Salat
is over. perfornt two Sujdus for forgetfulness (Sajda-e-Sahv).

Salam. Towards end of the salat one salam s mandator} One may
either say ASSALAMU ALAINA WA ALA IBADILLAHIS
SALIHEEN / OR / ASSALAMU ALAIKUM WA
RAHMATULLAHI WA BARAKATUH. In addition to it is
preferable to say ASSALAMU ALAIKA AYYOHAN
NABIYU WA RAHMATULLAHI WA BARAKATUH.

uf«.eé@w;&&?:s@é;wt
ﬁ;d‘:}a u f_’ e ; K, }p‘
L3543 s & L{g\ EREAR

Saldm is a part of the Salat.
Tartib. (Sequence) Tartib means the right order. One should
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sav Salat in the prescribed order or else it will become vold.
The right order is as follows: Niyvad. Tukbir. Surah Fitiha.
another Swrah. Ruku. Standing. Sajda: Sitting up: going into
Sajda again. This completes the first Rah “wr. The second
Rak-at should also be completed i the same manney. It
there are only two Rukers. then one should sit after the
second Sajda. read Tushahmid and Saldnm to finish the Salat.
If the Salatis of 3 or 4 Ruka ats. on should complete them in
the same order.

Mawalat.(Quick succession) All the actions in Sajat must be
performed in quick succession. There must be no intervals
ar such a long break or solace as if the salat is ended.

Qunoot. It should be read in the second Ruk fit betore the Rukar. In
the Quioot to read Sahwdt is also enough. To read Qunoot IS
preferable and is not essential.

Questions
. How muny Rukns are there in a Salat and what orders are aticched 1o
them?
2 It hich Oivam is a Rukn and what does the Qivam before Ruku mean”
3 Ihat are the essential requirements of a Salat?
4 What does mawalat mean?
5 Hhat are the pre-conditions attached to the Adhan wrd the Iyamal?
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WHAT MAKES THE SALAT
VOID?

There are nine things which make the Salat void and onc

has to repeat 1t They are:

I

i

L

Anvihing that makes the i (ablution) void or anvthing
that makes a Ghus? essential. These things nulliiy the
cleantiness and without cleantimess the sa/ar can not be
oltered.

To wurn the whole body away trom the Qibla. or turning the
face away rom the Qibla so one might see things in the rear.,
Turing a hittle to the right or the Tett will not make the Salat
voud,

Doing. Something which 15 not permitted in Saldt or which
changes the shape ot the Safar, such as dozing. smging.
dancing or sewing cte. Moving a few paces backward or
forward or the the right or to the left or moving the arms or
bending low or to pick up child in laps or in danger to kitl a
snake or a scorpion or such minor acts, do not make the Salat
void. provided the face 1s not shifted from the Qibla and one
remains quiet without doing any Dhikr. These things without
any valtd reason are not fair.

Talking. Except Dhikr and D ua, any other word spoken
during the Salat. will make it void. D uya (prayer) etc. should
be addressed only 1o Allah. The worshipper should not
address some man and bless him. The worshipper should
not take initiative in saving sa/a@m (greeting). But if someonce
vreets him. he should say Sald@mun Alaikum. He should not
ay Haikumus Saldm. 16 someone greets o whole

>4
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congregation. 1t is enough for one man out of it to
acknowledge the greeting. [f all of them tgnore the geeting.
they wiil be partners n the sin. [f anv one greets with the
words other than Saldmun “Alaikum e.g. Addb or good
morning efc. 1t s not obligatory to respond it using these
words while i sa/dr.

Laughing, Laughing (with sound or with such strength that
wholc of the face becomes red though without sound) during
the Sa/dr will make o void. A smile will not make it void. If
onc laughs. one should complete the Salat. and then repeat
it.

Crying. If the worshipper cries during Sufdr over his personal
losses or sorrows. his Seldrwill become void. One may cry
out of fear of Allah. Even if a man could not help crving
suddenly and could not control it. the Selar will become void.
To shed tcars over the atrocities on Imam Husain (A.S.) only
for the pleasure of Allah. is permissible.

Eating & Drinking. During the Salat one is not allowed to
eat or drink in quantity, If somcone does. his salat is void.
But tf some particle of sugar ete remains in the mouth and
has been swallowed. the Su/ar will not be affected. 1f a man
due to forgetfulness. has started cating and drinking, the Salat.
will not be voud provided that he could be regarded as in the
state of offering prayer and not in dining. These conditions
are not applicable to a man who is offering Namaz-e-Vitr
and has to keep 'ast (Rozu) in the morning. He can drink
water but he too cannot cat. While drinking water, his face
should be towards the Qibla.

Takfir. (Infidelity) One must not fold one’s hands when
svaing Salat as 1t 1s not permissible under the Islamic Laws.
At the end of Saralt Fatilia, one must not say “Ameen”
Doing so will make the Salat void. Moreover it is against the
tcachings of Ale-?\dul}ammad (A.S)). However if this word
has been said abruptly, then there ts no harn.

5
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The above are the things which automatically make the Salar
void. Apart from these, to discontinue or to break the Salat without
any valid reason. ts not permissible. Such a course could be adopted
it there 1s valid necessity, religious or worldly, for doing so. In
cases where the danger of losing honour,life or wealth is involved,
it 1s mandatory to break the Salat. But for breaking the Salat. one
must atleast say one Salam.

Warning. In daily pravers. the first two Raka‘ats of Fajr.

Maghrib and "[sha prayers. are to be said aloud and the prayers of

Zuhr, “Asr and the last one Rak at ot Maghrib and two Rakarats
of “Isha are to be read without voi.e¢ (quictly). This condition realtes
to the recitation of the Surah Fatiha and the other Surah only. For
the rest of the Salat. the worshipper has the option whether to read
aloud or without voice. It must be ensured that the Surahs and
other Dhikr are read correctly according to the Arabic grammar.
In reciting the Alhumd and other Surah loudly. it is
mandatory to rcad each and every latter loudly. e.g. even a single
letter like "n” of Dhalleen (in Alhamd) should be read loudly.

Questions
/. Wil Suldr become void if a snake or scorpion is killed by the worshipper
during Salae?

2 Wil Salar become void if a worshipper smiles during the Salat”’

3. Cun one drink water during the Saltt”?

4. What does Takfir mean?

3. Which are the things which muake a Saliit void?

6. Is it permissible to greet someone during Saldt in words other than

Salamun laikum?




[Lesson 25

RULES FOR DHIKR AND QIR’AT.

1. In making Niyyat, some people say: ‘Qurbatan, lllalian’.
@\}iﬂ}, It is wrong. The correct form 1s: ‘Qurbatan
Jlallah’ &\J)
2. Inreading Salawat (Invoking blessings upon our Prophet and
his Ahlal-Bait), the word Sallay if pronounced with “seen”

(s) = B4 is wrong. It should be pronounced with
sad (s). _.,L‘, The prounciation ‘seen’ wA- with

reverses the meaning of blessings

3. Ash-hado Alld - ildha Iﬁﬂﬂﬁh‘;‘l} y\w\ju 15 right. 4sk-
hado Anld ildha illallah 1s wrong.

4. Salawat should be read as Muphammadinw - wa - ali

Muhammad and not as Muhammadin-wa-A g: Jll/fuhammad

5. In Surah Ikhlas, Kufu-wan- A had f;;\\‘,.qs-_. may
be read i in four ways, VIz., ;é Kufuwan _,q_s Kufwan,
Kufuan B‘S and | :;ag, Kuf-an

6.  Hayya ‘Alas-Salah Q}U\L}Eﬂé is right and Hayya Alas

2 [

Salat is wrong. Similarly Qad Qamatis Saldh %)) OAERE
right and Qad Qamatis Salat is wrong.
7.  In Tashahhud, ‘Ash-hadu Anna Mubammadan ‘Abduhu wa

.Js_p/,f)_,.-vr}/,pf

Rastilu @y s 8 U\M"‘“ is right but
‘Ash-hadu Anna Muhammadan ‘Abdahoo wa Rasiiluh is
wrong.

8.  In Surah Fatiha, Siratal- Musraqeem M U;_l;.g and
Siratal Mustaqeema ",’.", : “Hjc\" both forms are correct.
9. InSurah (Inna Anzalna) L.J_p'l'\_.l at (Min Kulli Amrin

Salam) _» ).a- _)...\Jgua is pennissable to pause at the
end of salam or may pause at (Amr) and say (salamun) and

continue either. )LL_;_“J.SUA



It is extremely important that while praying, one should
make one’s recitations whether mandatory or not, correctly and
calmly. With the exception of Bihaulillahi wa Quwatihi - Agqumu
wa- Aq ‘iid, all the recitations should be done without any movement
of the body, or turbulance.

Questions

/ How many things are there which break the Salat?
2 Whether [ILLAL-LAH U is correct or llal-lah, while making the intenf?
3 InSaldt which is tha: thing which can be recited with the movement of

the body?
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Lesson 26

MISSED PRAYERS (QADA SALAT)

[f'a man has missed his own prayers or if the elders son of
a man has to say the prayers which his f{ather missed. then they
have to read these Qada Saldr. The rules for Qada Salar are the
same as for the original prayers. It someone missed Salat during
hus travels. the rule of Qasr will apply to his missed pravers. One
has to offer Qayr Saidr even at home if he has missed it during his
travel, or vice versa.. The prayers or parts of the pravers to be read
loudly in the original prayers. should be read loudly in the Qudu
also. One may read the Quda pravers individually or in
congregation. But one must not overlook the Tartib or the right
sequence. For example. one must read Zuwhr before *Asr. and
Maghrib before “Isha. One may, however, read the Qudu of Fujr
after the Zuhrain or one may read Qadu of Zuhrain (Zulir and 4 57
after the Maghriban (Maghrib and *Isha) prayers. For Qud« pravers,
there is no fixed time, one can read this prayers at any time.

If a man cannot read the missed prayers for his parents, he
should appoint someone else 10 read their prayers. and pay him for
this service. Such person reading the missed prayers should make
the same intent (Niyyar) as the person for whom he is reading the
Saldt, and offer it as has been missed. But in the case of Jahr and
Akhfat (Ioud and quiet recitation). he/she has to follow rules as
applied to himself/herself. A man otfering $u/dr on behalf of a
woman shall recite the salat loudly only, in the salat in which one
has to recite loudly.

[f a man missed Salat and died, then his eldest son alone
must read the missed prayers for him. No one else has obligation
to read these prayers. But if the son fails in his duty. or if he also

LA
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dies, or is not present, then it is better if his other sons or folks read
missed prayers for him out of sympathy.

A woman does not have to read missed prayers for the Salar
which she missed during her menstrual or delivery periods. But if
she missed Roza (Fast). she must keep them Qada.

If someone reads missed pravers for a dead person
voluntarily, then the next-of-kin of the deceased person does not
have to repeat them. I a man is sick, he cannot read his missed
praycrs being scated. he must wait till he recovers. But if he has
lost all hope of recovering, he may read missed prayers being seated.
Contrary to the baseless common belief that the 4 rak‘at salat on
the last friday of Ramadhan is compensation in for the missed salats,
one has to offer them.

- Questions
Which Sald@s are to be read aloud and which are to be read quietly?
Who is required to read missed prayers of his deceased father?
What are the rules for reading missed prayers on payment?

o Moo~
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Lesson 27

MISTAKES IN SALAT

There are two kinds of mistakes 1n offering Salat. They can
occur either from forgetfulness or from doubt.

Forgetfulness. If a man forgets, during the Salat, to carry
out a Rukn or any Wajib, but remembers it before entering the next
Rukn, he should at once perform the first one which he had omitted.
But if he remembers it after entering the next Rukn, for example, if
he remembers while in Ruku, that he forgot the recitation of Sura
Al-hamd or the second Sura, then he should continue his Salat.
But what he had, forgoten should not be a Rukn, in such cases, he
should perform two Sajdah-e-Sahv for everying that he forgot. But
if he forgot a Rukn, then his Salat is void, and he will have to
repeat it. If he performs a Wajib which he had omitted, and again
made an error, then he should carry out Sajda-e-Sahv for this error.
For example, when he is in Qiyam, and he remembers that he did
‘not read Tashahhud, then he should sit down immediately, read
Tashahhud, and after the Salar, he should carry out Sajdah-e-Sahv
because standing up, then sitting down, and then standing up again
after reading the Tashahhud, call for Sajdah-e-Sahv for the
repetation.

Sajdah-e-Sahv becomes Wajib (Mandatory) because of six
reasons, Viz., |
1. To talk during the Salat, out of forgetfulness — The Salat

will not become void, but he will have to do Sajda-e-Sahv.
2. Toread Saldm at the wrong place.
3. To doubt, after performing the second Sajda — If one is in
the 4th or 5th Rak’at or while in Qiyam one has doubt
whether he is in 5th or the 6th Rak ‘ar
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4. To forget one Sajdah — If one forgets both Sajdahs, then the
Salat is void because they are a Rukn.

5. Standing up at the wrong time, for example, after the second
Raka‘at, to stand up instead of reading 7ashahhud. In such a
case, one should sit down, read Tashahhud, and then carry
out Sajdah-e-Sahv after the Salar.

6. Forgetting the Tashahhud, and to remember this omission in
the Ruku® of the following Rak.ar.

How to perform Sajdah-e-Sahv. As soon as the Salat 1s over, one

should immediately make Niyyat without turning one’s face from

the Qibla, that one is performing two Sajdah-e-Sahv of such and
such an error. WAJIB QURBATAN ILALLAH. Then he should go

‘in Sajdah, and should read: BISMILLAHI WA BILLAHI

ASSALAMU ALAYKA AYYUHHAN NABIYU WA

RAHMATULL. 51'H] WA BAMKZTUH

@/u ,/)"'/ /'MJM@LJWM

He should rise from the Sajaa and then go back mt@SaJdah
and read the same Dhikr. Thereafter he should rise, read Tashahhud
and Salam,

If a man forgot one Sajdah or Tushahhud during the Saidt,
then at the end of the $alat. first he should perform the Qada of
that Sajdah or Tushahhud, and then carry out Sajdah-e-Sahv.
Doubt.

Doubt can occur during the Salat in two forms. These doubts
relate either to actions or to the number of Raka“ats. Doubt in actions
means doubt in saying. Takbir during the Saldt, or in reading A/-
Hamd or other Siira, or in doing Ruk#® or Sajdah. In cases like
these, if one has entered a new action, and then the doubt has
occurred, then he should ignore the doubt, and should consider the
Saldt to be correct. For example if someone was reading Surah
Ikhias, and doubt about reading Siirah Al-Hamd then instead of
going back, he should continue to read the Saldt. and it will Insha
Alldh be correct.

Doubt in Rak ‘ats means that one forgets the correct number
62
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of Rak ‘ats. This can take many forms. In nine forms or cases, the
Salat will be correct, and in the rest, it will be void. As soon as the
doubt occurs. one should try to recollect the right number. But if
he cannot, then he should act according the laws of Shari&t. These
are as follows:.

i,

After the second Sajdah, one has doubt if it was the Sajdah
of the second Rak ‘at or the third Rak ‘at, in this case, one
should consider it as the third Rak ‘ar and complete the Saldt,
and then one should read one Rak'at of Saldt of Ahtiyai,
because if he had read already two Rak ‘at, then he missed
only one Rak ‘at.

If one doubts at any stage in third or fourth Rak ‘ar, then one
should consider it the fourth. complete the Salat, and then
read one Rak ‘at of Namaz-e-Ahtiyar.

After the second Sajdah. if one has doubt about second or
fourth Rak ‘at, then one should consider it the fourth Rak ‘ar.
finish the Saldt, and then read two Rak ‘at of Namaz-e-Ahtiyat.
One doubts after the second Sajdah whether he was in the
second, third or fourth Rak ‘at, he should consider it the fourth
Rak ‘at. he should then read two Rak ‘ats of Namdz-e-Ahtiyat
standing and two Rak ‘afs sitting.

Doubt after the second Sajdah if it was the fourth or the fifth
Rakaat, one should complete the Saldr there, and then carry
out two Sajdah-e-Sahv

Doubt when one is in Qivam if he is in third or fifth Rak ‘at,
then he should immediately sit down. finish the Sa/ds, and
then stand up and read one Rak.'at of Namaz-e-Ahtiydr and
also perform two Sajdah-Sahv.

Doubt when one is in Qiyam if he is in the third or the fifth
Rak agt. he should sit down, finish the prayer, stand up and
then read two Rak “ats of Namaz-e-Ahtiyat and also perform
two Sajdah-e-Sahv.

Doubt in Qiyam if he is in the third or fourth or fifth Rak ‘at,
then he should sit down, finish the Sa/dt, stand up, read two

63



Rak ‘ats, and sit down and read two Rakiats  in all four.
Raka ‘ats of Namdaz-e-Ahtiyat. He should also perform two
Sajdah-e-Sahy. |
9 Doubt in Qivam if he is in the fifth or the sixth Rakat. he
should sit down, finish the Salat, and carry out twe Sajdah-
¢-Sahv and to be on safe side. he should also perform two
more Sajda-e-Sahv for additional standing up.
One should remember that all these rules are applicable only
- those Salats which have four Rak'ats. But if the doubt occurs
in those prayers which have three Rakiat such as Maghrib or two
Rak'ats such as Fajr, or the Qagr prayers, then one should try to
recollect the right thing. If ecollection comes. he should act
according to it; if not, then he should break his Salat there and
then, and repeat it from the beginning.
Namaz-e-Abhtiyat.

When one finishes the actual Salat, then one should
immediately (without break) stand up, make Niyyat that he 1s
reading Namaz-e-Abtiyat, one of rwo Rakaats, Wajib Qurbatan
Halldh. It is unlawful to say this Niyyat with tongue but be said at
heart. Then he should read only Al-Hamd quietly, perform Ruku’
and Sujood, read Tushahhud and Salam, and complete the Salat. If
he has to read two Rak-ats, then he should stand up after the second
Sajdah; read the second Rak'at like the first one, gO into Ruk’
and Sujood, read Tashahhud and salam, and finish the Salat. In
Namdz-e-Abtivat, Al-Hamd 13 the only Sirah which is read. The
second Strah and Qunoot arc NOT read in this Salat.

Questions
l. What should be done if during Saldt one has forgotten [0 perform any
Wajib position?
4t how many pluces Sajdah-e-Sahv becomes mandatory?
How Sajda-e-Sahv and Namaz-e-Ahtiyat are to be performed?
In how may cases of doubt, the Saldt will not be void?
Can a salat be repeated ignoring the Sajda-e-Sahv or Namaz-e-Ahtiyat?

Gk W
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[esson 28

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS

Congregational praver is the best demonstration of Islamic
unity and equality. Holy Law has laid very great emphasis on
congregational prayers. Onc Rak ‘at of Saldt in congregation is said
more than giving 100.000 Dinars in charity for the pleasure of Allah.
Only the mandatory pravers can be offered in congregation. The
Salat Sunnat, (desirable) must not be offered in congregation. the
only exception to this rule being the prayers of the two Eids. Tt 18
better to congregate for every mandatory prayer but for the prayers
of Friday and after the reappearance of Imam-c-Zamana (A.S.),
for the pravers of Fids the congregation becomes mandatory. A
congregation can be made up of as few as two persons-one /mam
(prayer leader) and one Mamiin: (follower), but tor the Friday prayer,
and for the prayers of the two Eids, there is a prerequisite of a
minimum of five persons. t.e., one Imam and four Mamums
(followers).

In the five daily prayers in congregation. a man is free to
read one Salar behind an Imam who is leading a different Salat.
For example, if he has missed the morning prayer, he can read it
with Zuhr; or if he missed the Zuhr prayer, he can read it with the

Salats of Maghribain. But he cannot say the daily prayers with the .. - -
either of Eid prayer, or the prayer of Ayﬁt or the funeral prayer, ni)f"‘ o
these can be said with the daily prayers in cengregatlons But if thew |

- hmam and the Mamiim are saying the same prayer, theni it is allow

Yoy e

But the following points must be borne in mind:. R

1. Congregational prayers must always be offered with an Imam. =

One 1s not allowed to say prayer behind (following)a Mamfim.
2. One should designate the Imam only in Niyyat. It is not
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necessary o know him or to mention his name. or his family
atfimity or to point him out by the finger.

During the Salat. one cannot change the Nivvat from one
fmam to another. It the first Imam dies or if he faints. or if
his praver becomes void. or i1 his praser comes o an end
being ()aw' then one should change the Navar to another
Imam. 1f there is one: it not. then he should finish the Sofar
bv himself as an individual praver tor the rest of the salat.
[t necessary. one may change midway the Nivvat in a
congregational prayver. from the Imam to himself. as an
individual. [f he has done so during Qir ‘ar. then he witl have
to read Siirah AThamd and other Siirah himself afresh and
complete the Salat.

In congregational prayer. it is necessary to join it when Imam
15 1n Rekir (or earlier) so that one Rk af mayv be counted.
Quniit and Tushahhud will have 1o be read with the /mdin.
If a man ]011}\ the congregation assuming that he has joined
it in Rukn! but then he learns that the fmdm hasrisen from
the Rukul. his Sa/ar will be void. and he will have to repeat it.
But 1f he has not ¢ > Ruku'. then he can complete
the Salar as Furdda (individual vy,

Conditions of Congregation:

I

Nothing should come between the Jiméim and Mamiim to break
the contact. If there 1s any such thing between the fima@m and
the Mamiin which will break the link between them. then
the Safar 1s void. There should be contact with the fman.
and 1t may be either from the front or {rom the right or from
the left. It the Afamiims (followers) are standing behind a

wall. but i1 they have a link with the fmdm either from the
richt or from the left. their Salat 18 correct. otherwise it is
void. If there are women n the congregation. and there is
curtam between theny -nd e mean. then the Suldr ts correct.
But if something fuepens that breaks the link between the
two. such as many ;act:pi: civanee their Nivvat 10 Firdda
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(individual). and the link is broken as usually happens in the
first row, then one should make a Nivvar of Furdda. and
complete the Sald@ separately from the congregation. But i
those people who were saying their Salat f-urdda. rejoin the
second Ruk ‘«r. then there 1s no harm,

The place of the Imdn should not be higher than the place of
the Mamiin. But the place of the Mamum can be higher than
the place of the Imam. as long as the Salat remains
congregational in form. 1f the place of the Imam is less than
onc span high. or if the ground is stoping. then there 18 no
harm if the place of the Imam is high. But there should not
be too much slope or uncvenness of the ground.

Between the /mdm and the mémizn, there should not be more
than one meter of distance. The same applies to between the
other successive rows of the worshippers. The mdmiin should
neither be ahead of the Imam nor he should be in the same
line with him as far as possible.

Conditions for an Imam.

14D

The Imam of a congregation should be a man who has firm
faith in Istam. He should be reasonably intelligent and also
he should be a man of legitimate birth (and lineage). He
should also meet the following requirements.

The Imdam should be a male for a congregation of men. A
woman can be an /man only for a congregation of women.
He should be just ( “Adil) and his justice ( ‘Adalat) should be
known to others. If nothing is known about his *Adalat. then
the Saldt behind him is void. But if one gets satisfied regarding
his ‘addlat through the other worshippers, then the Saldi 15
correct.

His recitation (Qir ‘at-phonetics) should be correct. But i
mdamim also shares challenged phonetics with Imam, the
mutual congregation can occur between them. If an Imam
cannot pronounce words and letters correctly, then one should
read his Sa/d@ Furdda (as an individual). It 1s not necessary
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that the Imam should either be more knowledgeable than or
equal 1 knowledge with the Afdminm.

4. I a man has Tayanmmum. he can lead a man with Wudir in
prayer. A man with Jubira (performing wudu over dressing)
can lead a man of sound Iimbs in prayer. A man who is under
unavoidable circumstances having Najis (unclean) clothes,
can lead a man n prayer whose clothes are 7ahir (clean).
But 1f a man says praver sitting down, he cannot lead one
who is upstandimg; and 1f a man i1s saying prayer lying down,
he cannot lead in prayer a man who is praying sitting down.
[f one finds out after the prayer that the [mam was not qualified

one, then the Salat is not void. But if the whole congregation has

lost trust in the Imam, then one should repeat one’s prayer.

The Rules of Congregation.

The Imém of the congregation is responsible for reading
only the A/-I{amd and a Siirah, for the Mamimeen; and this too. if
the Mamunt joins the congregation in the first or second Rak ‘at;
otherwise, he will have to read A/-Hamd and the Sitrah also like
the other recitations (Adh-kar) of the rest of the Salar.

In the prayers which are said quietly, such as Zuhr and Asr,
the Mdamiom 1s not required to read Sira/ in the first and the second
Rak ‘ats. The recitation of Siiraas 1s also not allowed if the Mamum
can hear the Imam 1n those prayers which are read loudly. But if he
cannot hear anything, then the Mamiiin can read Alhamd and the
other Siirah.

1. A man who joins the congregation in the second Rak ‘at. will
have to read Suras in the third Raka 'at (of Imam and in his
case, the second one). Similarly, someone who joins the third
Rakat, will have to do recitation in the fourth Rak‘at of
the Imam (in his case the second one). If he joined the
congregation in the third Rak'at  when it was in Qiyam, he
will have to do the recitation. Therefore, it is better if he
joins the congregation from the Ruku‘. In the third and fourth
Rak ‘at.
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A Mdamiim should do recitation (Qir at) quietly even 1f the
Salzit is to be read loudly hke Maghrib. Isha and Fayr, even
if he joined in the last Rak ‘ats. If the voice of the Imam doces
not reach him in the first two Rak ars.  he should do the
recitation himself but quietly.

One must follow all the acts of the Imam and should not act
ahead of him but in utterances. a Mamum 1s free. He will,
however. have to say Tukbiratul-alrdm and the Saldm after
the Imam.

One mayv not say the same prayer, without reason twice. But
one may sayv a Sa/dt furada, then repeat it with congregation.
But in the sccond S«fdr. his Nivvat should be only for Qurbat
{closenass to God).

[f there is only one Mamum. he should stand to the right a
little behind the Iimam. [t she is a woman. she should stand
behind him.

Questions
Which pravers must be said in congregation?
Cuan Namaz-e-Avat be read alongwith the daily pravers’?
How should one join the congregational prayer?”
Can Nivvat tintent) be changedwhile saving praver in u congregation”?
What are the conditions witached to the Imam leading the prayer?
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Lesson 29

OASR (SHORTENLED)
PRAYERS

When someone is travelling. the Saidar of four Rak afs

becomes Qasr. and that means that one should read only two instead
of four Ruk ‘ats in them. Qugr is notallowed in the Fajr and Muaghrib
prayers. These are some of the conditions for a Saldr to be Qagr-

I,

12

L2

One should read Quyr. if he intends right from beginning to
cover a distance of 24 miles or about 44 kilometers. It 15 not
one way distance but both ways. The journey 1s to be
considered as beginning from the last house of a habitation.
Ifit is intended for a less. then he cannot treat his Salar Quyr
Qugr is not allowed if onc intended to cover less actually
than the prescribed distance but covers more than 1t in
piecemeal.

For Qusr. a willful journey is not a must. If someone 15 foreed
to travel such a distance. be too will have to make his Su/ar
QOasr. A prisoner being taken somewhere else. over an equal
distance, will also have to do the same thing (Qasr).

The journey to be undertaken must be lawful. If someonc s
travelling for unlawful purposes. he caunot make his Salat
Quasr. Such as if a slave flees from his master or a soldicr
flees from jihdd. or if somcone’s intent in travelling, is
unlawful. such as robbery or murder or fornication or drinking
or bearing false wintness or going to cinema ete. In all these
cases, Saldr or saum (fasting) cannot be made Qasr.

A man must not be a professioal traveller. such as driver, a
sailor. a pilot or an agent. They cannot make their Sal@r Qagr
when they are travelling. But if they have 1o undertake a
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journey which is not related to their profession. then they

should make their Salar Qasr. for example. it they wavel for

zivarat ete.
4. A man must not be a nomad. If a nomad travels as a way of
lite. he will have to say the Sa/d@r complete. But if he travels
for some other purpose. he should make his Sa/ar Qasr:
A man goes so far out that he cannot see the [ast house of the
city. or he cannot hear the .4dhan. being called from the last
house. he may read Qasr Safat. But within these limits he
can not make his sald Qasr. Those people who break therr
Fast in the morning of the day they are going to travel. and
then they leave home. are making a mistake. They will have
to pay penalty (Kaff@ra) for that Fast. A Tast can be broken
oniy after getting out of the aforesaid limits. It the habitation
111 question 1s on & very high place. 1t will not be taken into
account. 1t will be treated same as other places. [For the
perpose of Jusr.
Home-Town. Home-Town 1s that place where one was born or
where he intends to spend his life. A man can have two homes also
1i he has the intention ofspendinfr his e in those two places. One

can also migrate from one’s old home. and move on to some other

place. as some migrants do.

If a man said a Salar complete with the intent of staying in
a certain place for ten davs. and then he changed his mind. his
Salat will be oftered complete. All his Salats will be treated as
complete until he begins another jouney.

[f a man began his Se/ar with the intent of Qasr. and then
changed his mind during the praver. he should complete four
Rak ars. 1t he began with the intention of saying complete Se/ar,
and then changed his mind. then he should make his Sa/zir Qugr
before the Ruki of the third Rak-at and tinish the Salat. But if he
changed his mind after the Rk of the third Rauk af then he should
break the Saldr where he 1s and repeat 1t.

Lh
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" MORALITY

1. Reformation of one’self
2. Reformation of Society



[Lesson A0

TAUFEEQ

Pay and night we use the word ~Tanfeey™. We say that Allah
gave “fuufeeq” o so and so to do good deeds. and did not olve
“lenifeeq’ 10 s0 and so.

We say: [f Allah gives us ‘Taufeeq” we will build a Mmosque
or Imambargah or a hospital or a bridge and so on. But we Jdo no
pause to think what “Tunfeeq’ is.

“Taufeeq” means to create favourable conditions and to
provide material intakes which faciljtate doing good decds. e
creates the eircumstances which lead a person to do good deeds.
This 1s called - Tauteeq’.

[t1s wrong to complain that Allah did not give “Tuufeeq 10
someone to say Haldit, orto keep Fast. This is a highlv reprehensiblc
charge. Allah is always willing to give “Taufeeq” to us to do good
deeds. But we too have to make ourselves worthy of that “Taufeey’.

A man who errs. and is obstinate in crring, is unworthy of
“layfeeq’. Allah deprives him of *Taufeeq”. He is responsible for
his own failure, and he cannot blame Him for it.

Questions
What is ‘Taufeeq?
When one gets ‘Taufeeq'?
Why some people do not get *Taufeeq'?

i o
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fesson 51

SINCERITY

Allah created man and gave him free will. Now he 1s tree
to choose between vood and evil. But he has been told that it he
chooses good. he will have to do so in sincerity and nol for
ostentation .:md to impress other people.

There is a famous ncident of our Imam Ali son of Abu
Takib (A.S.). In the battle of Khandag when ‘Al (A.S.) overcane
his opponent. Amr son of Abdau ud and just when Al (A.S.) was
poised to kilt him. he spat at hAam Ali (A.S.) dismounted from his
enemy’s chest and atier waiting for sometime, cut his head. The
people questioned him as to why he left his enemy. He could avail
of this opportunity and run away. Ali replied that by spitting on
him. his enenmy had insulted him and roused his anger. He further
explained that if he were to kill his enemy in that state. he would
find personal satisfaction init. And he added that the act for Allah’s
pleasure should not be mixed with any one’s personal liking or
disliking.

Such action is prompted only by sincerity and Allah likes
sincertiv in our deeds. If one is sincere. he will be rewarded for his
deeds. Allah does not judge our deeds by quantity such as hundreds
ot Salat and charity to the thousands of poor. but only by our
sincerity. If we are sincere. all these deeds will have a reward: if
not, they are all useless.

Questions
Wit is vnnocrinn
Whet s the rosidt or oo cd witiow ~oiceriv?

L bo

Give sonte oxample of ~icoriy i deeds”?
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Lesson 32

GOOD LIFE

[slam has laid great stress for the muslims to live a good.
purc and chaste life. To live a good life. it is important that a man
must do what he 1s required to do and refrain from doing what has
been forbidden to do. He should carry out his dutics towards Allah
and towards his fellow human beings.

Our Prophet (S.A) with the proclamation of his
Prophethood. had said that he came into the world to build up the
character of the mankind and 0 cach them good manners. If
anybody does not have good character and lacks good manners, he
did not learn anvthing from Islam.

For the reformation of character, Islam has given list of
capital and minor sins to enable the people to refrain from evils
and to adopt a pure and chaste life. These evils are classified as
capital sins and minor offences. The penalty for capital sins is the
Hell but for the minor offences there are punishments other than
the Hell.

So tar capital sins are concerned. some are given below.
We must eschew all of them in order 1o live a clean life and to
ensure that no slave of Allah is harmed by our deeds:-

(1) to associate partners with Allah: (2) 1o murder an
Innocent person: (3) to devour the property of the orphans: (4) to
commit fornication: (3) w disobey one’s parents; (6) to live on
usury: (7) to take false oath: (8) drinking wine; (9) gambling:
(10} Sexual abuse (11) to lose hope in the merey of Allah ; (12) not
to fear Allah’s displeasurc: (13) singing and playing musical
nstruments: (14) to back-bite others; (15) telling lies; (16} cating
(feshvot the carrion: (17) o be vecupied in plaving musical
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istruments: (18) to take bribes: (19) to assist the wrong-doers;
(20) stealing; (21) to treat others rudely: (22) not 1o pay attention
to uncieanliness of urine. (23} doing something that would invite
others to curse one’s parents: (24) critising verdicts of Allah:
(25) to be arrogant; (26) to hurt a Momin: {27) to neglect one’s
family: (28)) to sit with drunkards and where others drink: (29) using
- foul & abusive language: (30) to eat unlawful are unclean thin gs ctc.
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Lesson 33

THE INCIDENT OF DHUL-‘ASHEERA

When Allah commanded [lis Messenger. Muhammad
Mustata (S.A.) to preach Islam openly and told him to begin with
his own folks. then the Prophet (S.A.) sent a message through Ali
(A.S.) to all the men of the clan of Abdul Muttalib saying that his
cousin. Muhammad Mustafa (S.A.) had invited them to a feast.
The next day forty men came. After they had enjoyed the feast. the
Prophet (S.A.) stood up to address them. But due to the interuption
and confusion created by Abul.ahab. all the men went away without
hearing the speech. The next day all of them were again invited
through *Ali (A.S.) and were fed. Thereafter the Prophet (S.A.)
called upon them to accept Islam. He also told them that whosocver
among them would help him in the preaching work. would become
his brother, vicegerent. wazir and deputy. and the lord of the people
from his side.

Hadrat *Alt (A.S.) immediately stood up and promised to
help the Prophet. The Prophet (S.A.) then declared that as Ali (A.S.)
had promised to help him.he was his (Prophet’s) brother, his
vicegerent, his wazir and his deputy and was their lord. They should
obey him.

This incident is famous in history as the “Banquet ot Dhul-
"Asheera”. It transpires from this incident that from the very first
day of his mission as Allah’s messenger, Muhammad Mustafa
(S.A.) designated ‘Ali (A.S.) as his successor and he ordered
everyone to obey him compulsorily.

Questions
l. Describe the incident of Dhul- 'Asheera?
: On whose instigation the people weni away witho#t hearing the speech?
3. Towhom the Prophet (S.A.) designated his successor in the Bunguet of

Dhud-Asheera?
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[esson 34

GHADEER-I-KHUMM

During the last days of his life.the Prophet of Islam is
proceeding towards Mecca to perform the last Hajj. This news has
spread all over the places and muslims from all corners are coming
in great numbers to have a glimpse of the Prophet (5.A.) as well as
to perforim the Hajj.

As the time of Hajj came ncarcr and nearer, thousands of

muslims had gathered there. They carried out all the rites and
ceremonies relating to the Hajj alongwith the Prophet (S.A.). After
the Hajj was over. the Prophet decided to return to Medina. The
caravans of muslims accompanied the Prophet (S.A.). Every muslim
considered himself fortunate to remain with the Prophet as long as
he could.

When the caravan reached at the cross-road of Ghadeer-e-
Khumm. (Pond of Khum) and from where the caravans ot the
pilgrims had to go to their different ways. just then, the angel Gabriel
came to the Prophet (S.A.) with the following message from Allah:-

~ “0 Apostle! deliver what has been revealed to you from
your Lord: and if you do it not, then you have not delivered His
message. and Allah will protect you from the people: surily Allah
will not guide the unbelieving people.”

On hearing this message. the Prophet (S.A.) ordered the
caravan to stop: those who had gone ahead. were recalled: and he
waited til] those who were behind. had also caught up with his
caravan. The pilgrims made up a concourse of 1.25.000 men and
women.

The Prophet (S.A.) ordered a "pulpit’ to be made with the
“Kajawahs™ (seats of the camels). When it was ready, he mounted
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it and after thanking Allah for His blessings and praising Him,
asked the muslims: “Am I not your master”? They responded
unanimously: “Yes, you are our master.” On receiving this response,
he lifted Hadrat “Ali (A.S.) upwards on his hands and said: “If so,
then remember that “Ali is the master of all those men and women
whose master [ am.”

This event is called the incident of Ghadeer-e-Khunmm
which took place on 18th of Dhil-Hijja 10 Hijri. After this incident,
the Prophet (S.A.) remained alive for two months and ten days
only and died on the 28th Safar, 11 Hijri.

Questions
/. Explain the incident of Ghadeer-i-Khumin
2. How was the pulpit ar Ghadeer-i-Khumm made?
3. When did the Prophet die?
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TRANSLITERATION

Symbol Transliteration Symbol Transliteration

: , u k

— b J 1

< t ¢

& th U, n

0 j ’ A

@ h : h

L kh $

3 d 3 ah

J dh

F r

5 Z Long Vowels

v S

J sh ! a

v $ ! u

d s i

b t

5 Z

& ‘ Short Vowels

¢ gh

- f - a

J q 2 u
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